day in the life: katie and adam yurkewicz

In A St 2006 after almost a year of preparation, we packed up all our belong-

ugu y ings to move from Batavia, lllinois, to Geneva, Switzerland. We
were following our particle physics careers from Fermilab to CERN, the European particle physics
lab—Adam to work on the ATLAS experiment and Katie to serve as US communicator for the Large
Hadron Collider. We said goodbye to friends and our coworkers at Fermilab; divided our belongings
into Europe-bound and storage-bound; spent a week with each of our families in New York; and
finally set off on separate flights to Geneva in September. Two months and one lost suitcase, three
rental cars, five apartment viewings, dozens of hours of bureaucracy, and countless French-transla-
tion errors later, we were living in an apartment in the French countryside, owners of a French used
car, and beginning to settle into our new lives and routines.

What to take, what to toss, what to put
in storage for three years in my parents’
garage? For the most part practicality
prevailed—clothes to Europe, fragile china
to storage—but somehow a $10 globe,
100 plastic cookie cutters, and a large
collection of refrigerator magnets were
deemed worthy of shipping 4400 miles.
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